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Dorset Climate Change Coalition 
Terms of Reference

The Coalition consists of voluntary and public sector organisations that address climate change and operate at district level and above.  (Where appropriate sub-district level organisations may be invited, for example where community partnerships do not exist at district level.)

The mission of the Coalition is “to work together to communicate with the people of Dorset the urgency of action on Climate Change, in order to enable and inspire them to take action, both individually and collectively, to address this. “

The secretariat of the Coalition is currently provided by Dorset Agenda 21.

The chair of the Coalition is currently Colin Dewsnap, a trustee of Dorset Agenda 21.

The Steering Group is formed from the membership of the Coalition.  It is intended that the Steering Group will operate with a maximum of 15 members to include where possible at least one representative from each of the following:

· Local authorities
· Local community / strategic partnerships
· Membership organisations
· Faith organisations

· Organisations specialising in mitigation 

· Organisations specialising in adaptation

Currently the steering group comprises the following members:

Churches Together in Dorset, Development Education in Dorset, Dorset Agenda21, Dorset Community Action, Dorset County Council, Dorset Energy Advice Centre, Dorset Wildlife Trust, The Magdalen Project, North Dorset District Council, with advisory support from The Co-operative Membership, the Environment Agency and Christian Aid.
Coalition messages
Level one - overall branding, strapline and headline messages which underpin everything and are always used
1. Climate Change will have a major impact on people and wildlife. 

2. Tackling it is urgent: we need to make a real difference in the next 5-10 years if we are to keep warming to 2°C.
3. Celebrate the people who are already working on positive and creative solutions – and join us today.
4. Understand how much carbon you produce and see how you can limit it.
5. Together we can build a positive low carbon and wildlife rich future.
Level two simple slogans that sum up each area of action (save energy etc) to be used either together or individually as appropriate
1. Save energy

2. Travel Wisely

3. Use local food and goods

4. Save resources

Level three a menu under each area of action, according to audience, campaign etc, good idea to concentrate on one. 

1. Wrap your home up warm.
2. Walk when you can.
3. Enjoy local seasonal food.
4. Make compost at home.
5. Garden for wildlife. 

Wrap your house up warm: improve your insulation, save energy & money. One quarter of household greenhouse gas emissions are due to heating and hot water. Do you have the recommended amount of loft insulation – nearly a foot? 
Take a walk: leave the car at home for just one regular trip each week, and see how much fitter you get. About a quarter of all car trips are under 2 miles; about a third of household greenhouse gas emissions come from transport. 

Enjoy local seasonal food: savour the taste and freshness, and cut the traffic on the roads. About a fifth of UK greenhouse gas emissions are from road transport, and a quarter of lorries are carrying food.   
Make compost at home: reduce waste and watch your garden grow.  Over a third of household rubbish can be composted at home, saving on transport and the powerful greenhouse gas, methane, that’s produced as it rots down in landfill. 
Garden for wildlife: enjoy your garden visitors and help nature adapt to climate change. Remember the area of land covered by private gardens is much greater than all our nature reserves put together. 



