Dorset Climate Change Coalition Speaker Resources
1. Questions:
What is climate change? (answer from direct gov website, link below)
'Climate change' refers to shifts in the earth’s temperature over the last 100 years. Since 1900, the average temperature on the planet has increased by 0.74 degrees Celsius and the sea level around the UK has risen by about 10 cm. Further global rises are expected, as well as more extreme weather events like flooding and drought.

Isn’t the climate always changing anyway? (answer from direct gov website, link below)
It’s true that natural changes in the world's climate have happened in the past – but it is sometimes overlooked that in extreme cases this resulted in mass extinctions. What is happening now is potentially a big change in the climate that humans have caused.  Carbon dioxide is a major heat-trapping greenhouse gas and its concentration in the atmosphere is now higher than at any point in the last 650,000 years. Although this is not new in the history of the planet, it is entirely new in human history, and could make the world such a hostile place that it cannot support life.

Does human activity really cause climate change? (answer from direct gov website, link below)
The majority of scientists are convinced that humans are affecting the climate by the way they live. The Met Office Hadley Centre is the UK’s official centre for climate change research. They recently carried out a study that found today’s temperatures could only be the result of human activity.  Science has shown that greenhouse gases keep the earth warm, that there is evidence concentrations of these gases are increasing, and that humans are responsible for these increases by burning fossil fuels and cutting down forests.
These answers and many more are from http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/Environmentandgreenerliving/Thewiderenvironment/Climatechange/index.htm
What is the Greenhouse effect? – see response below on What is causing climate change from Tearfund, link below
What is causing climate change?

The ‘greenhouse effect’ is a natural process that keeps the earth’s temperature high enough for us to live on it. Some of the heat from the sun is absorbed by the earth and then re-emitted. This re-emitted heat is then trapped in the earth’s atmosphere by ‘greenhouse gases’ such as carbon dioxide, water vapour and methane. These act like a blanket around the earth and enable life to exist on our planet.  However, there has been a dramatic increase in the levels of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases in the atmosphere since the industrial age began. This has enhanced the greenhouse effect, trapping more heat and increasing the earth's temperature. According to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), carbon dioxide is 34 per cent higher now than in pre-industrial years.  It is widely accepted by the scientific community that the burning of fossil fuels (coal,gas, oil) - to heat and light our homes, for industry and for transport - which produces carbon dioxide, is the main cause of this ‘enhanced greenhouse effect’. The latest IPCC report stated that “Global greenhouse gas emissions due to human activities have grown since preindustrial times, with an increase of 70% between 1970 and 2004”.  Visit the IPCC’s website - www.ipcc.ch - to read the summary of the latest IPCC report covering the latest science on climate change reported by climate scientists.

Is climate change really happening as a result of human activity, or is it just natural variations in temperature? – (answer from Tearfund, link below)
The latest UN scientific report concluded with 90 per cent certainty that climate change is occurring as a result of human activity, and that its impacts are already being felt, especially by developing countries. The science and impacts are now almost unanimously accepted by scientists and politicians alike. The rise in global average temperature that has occurred over the 20th century is well outside the range

of known natural variability. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change says:‘Most of the observed increase in global average temperatures since the mid-20th century is very likely due to the observed increase in anthropogenic (human induced) greenhouse gas concentrations’. Although at times the media portrays a debate between those who accept and those who reject the existence of human induced climate change, it is important to realise that this is not an equal debate. There is an overwhelming consensus in the scientific community that man-made global warming is a reality, and an enormous bank of scientific evidence that supports this consensus. There are a number of theories supported by the small minority who do not accept the overwhelming scientific consensus on man-made global warming. You can find a guide to these theories and the science on these issues by visiting the www.royalsociety.org.
Above is from a Tearfund document attached separately or available online at http://www.tearfund.org/webdocs/Website/Campaigning/Q&A%20on%20climate%20change.pdf
Why is it OK to burn wood? (Answer Emily Bullock)

When we burn wood, we only release the carbon that has been absorbed in its lifetime, as long as we replant the wood, the carbon dioxide is in balance.  In Dorset we are growing wood faster than we are burning it.  In some parts of the world this is not the case?

What about scare mongering? (Answer Emily Bullock)

This presentation aims to be quite positive in its outlook in order to inspire action, while the need to get people to take action is very urgent, current theory suggests that it is more effective to focus on the positives.

Does climate change stop if we change our behaviour? (Answer Emily Bullock)

The science gets complicated but basically even if we stopped emitting greenhouse gases today, climate change would continue for about 100 years, due to the time it takes the greenhouse gases in the atmosphere to break down.  The important thing is that we stop increasing our emissions and start reducing them as soon as possible so that the amount of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere can reduce to pre industrial levels.  
What about the effect on poverty?
This presentation has focussed on Dorset in order to try and connect climate change with things people can relate to, there is only one slide mentioning world poverty.  This is not an attempt to overlook the devastating impact climate change is already having on the developing world.  
Also look at Met Office site at http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/research/hadleycentre/index.html
2. What about Carbon offsets? - http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/climatechange/uk/carbonoffset/
3. Useful resources:

Short films

My CO2 - this film shows how energy use in your home creates CO2 emissions, and how we can all reduce our emissions to help tackle climate change. – 2 minutes  http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/Environmentandgreenerliving/DG_068559 
Defra short climate change film – explains greenhouse gases, climate change, solutions, and call to action, 2 minutes

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3HFCI4ipUyg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CmRyJaBPvD0&feature=related 2 mins, American, quite technical, uses a lot of images from an Inconvenient Truth not much on solutions. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=juth-2Mjr5M&feature=related
1 min Defra TV ad, people with carbon footprints

Trailer to An Inconvenient Truth – 2mins 30 secs, http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wnjx6KETmi4 good way of getting people to watch the film, not particularly good for inspiring action

Melissa Etheridge – I need to wake up

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=djP-c7d_Oeo 3mins 40 secs

Song commissioned for An Inconvenient Truth, lyrics are about waking up and taking action, pictures are scenes and statistics from the film

The truth about Global Warming – Sir David Attenborough 2mins 44 secs – considers the evidence of the human factor in climate change http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S9ob9WdbXx0&feature=related 
A world without jam – 6 mins 

A World Without Jam is a visually striking short film which captures our members’ knowledge and enthusiasm for fighting climate change. We hope this film will motivate more people to start up new conversations about climate change and inspire them to take action http://www.thewi.org.uk/standard.aspx?id=10951
Act on CO2 – TV and radio ads - http://campaigns.direct.gov.uk/actonco2/home/campaign-advertising.html 

Websites

General climate change info

Direct gov http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/Environmentandgreenerliving/Thewiderenvironment/Climatechange/index.htm 
Met office http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/research/hadleycentre/
IPCC http://www.ipcc.ch/ 
South West Climate Impact Partnership http://www.oursouthwest.com/climate/ 
Environment Agency  http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/yourenv/639312/ 
Food - http://www.bbc.co.uk/bloom/actions/localseasonalfood.shtml 
BBC http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/portal/climate_change/default.stm 

Tearfund http://www.tearfund.org/Campaigning/Climate+change+and+disasters/
Christian Aid http://www.christianaid.org.uk/issues/climatechange/index.aspx
http://www.withouthotair.com/ Without the hot air - 
4. Who’s who of climate change 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
http://www.ipcc.ch/
The IPCC is a scientific intergovernmental body set up by the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) and by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). Its constituency is made of :

· The governments: the IPCC is open to all member countries of WMO and UNEP. Governments of participate in plenary Sessions of the IPCC where main decisions about the IPCC work programme are taken and reports are accepted, adopted and approved. They also participate in the review of IPCC Reports. 

· The scientists: hundreds of scientists all over the world contribute to the work of the IPCC as authors, contributors and reviewers. 

· The people: as United Nations body, the IPCC work aims at the promotion of the United Nations human development goals 

South West Climate Impact Partnership (SWCIIP) http://www.oursouthwest.com/climate/ 
SWCCIP is funded by the Ecclesiastical Insurance Group, the Environment Agency, Government Office for the South West, South West Regional Assembly, South West Regional Development Agency, South West Tourism, and South West Water.

“To investigate, inform and advise on the environmental, social and economic impacts of climate change on South West England and develop and promote sustainable adaptation responses. To influence the development and implementation of local, regional and national strategies, and through dialogue and research with priority sectors, promote widespread practical adaptation actions.”
Environment Agency http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/
“We are the leading public body for protecting and improving the environment in England and Wales. It's our job to make sure that air, land and water are looked after by everyone in today's society, so that tomorrow's generations inherit a cleaner, healthier world.”

Tyndall Centre
http://www.tyndall.ac.uk/general/about.shtml 

The Tyndall Centre brings together scientists, economists, engineers and social scientists, who together are working to develop sustainable responses to climate change through trans-disciplinary research and dialogue on both a national and international level - not just within the research community, but also with business leaders, policy advisors, the media and the public in general.

Tearfund
http://www.tearfund.org/
Who we are and what we do – 

Two words that can clear a room fastest? Global poverty. The ultimate problem. 
But at Tearfund we have a vision: the local church working at its best, being what it was made to be. United. Loving its neighbour both right on the doorstep and where love’s needed most. Making connections across the world between the people with resources and the people who desperately need them. Letting people here at home be part of a miracle, a miracle that sees people in poverty at last able to make real changes. And the help they’re getting from their local church and the hope they’re experiencing has a transforming power. Lives are being transformed. Today, through our work, this is a reality - this is the miracle we’re witnessing.
Christian Aid - http://www.christian-aid.org.uk/
Who we are

We stand with the world’s poorest people to bring poverty and injustice to an end – regardless of faith or ethnicity. 

